Peace and Conflict Studies

PACS 2500-001, Fall 2005

TTR 3:30-4:45

Room:    MEUN E0046
Professor:

Patricia Lawrence    patricia.lawrence@colorado.edu 




Mail Box:  Hale Sciences 350




Office Hours: 
Hale 447, Mon 12:30 – 3:30  or by appointment

Phone: 303-543-0097 (home, if urgent)

This foundation course in the Peace and Conflict Studies Certificate Program is designed as an introduction to nonviolent methods and approaches to resolution of conflict.  The course provides an intellectual exploration and historical understanding of prominent ideas advanced by nonviolence adherents working actively for social change.  Course materials examine approaches to conflict prevention, mediation and resolution.  The course readings will further focus on the expanding worldwide use of truth and reconciliation commissions in countries recovering from war, and the use of rituals and symbols in resolving complex, deep-rooted conflicts.  Students will read and discuss theoretical perspectives that address causes of conflict, preemption of violence, and exercising power creatively.

This class examines as well the dynamics of conflict and violence (interpersonal, local, regional, global) through readings about social and interpersonal conflict, about how wars have changed; transborder flows of resources in the new globalized wars; how international aid can support peace (or conflict); and the insightful, fine-grained diary of a surgeon who has worked in the war zones of fourteen countries.  Your instructor will present her anthropological research on violence and peace processes in Asia’s longest running war.  As a consultant and researcher, she is presently engaged in projects that assist the social reintegration of girl soldiers and survivors’ recovery from the Tsunami-devastated regions of Sri Lanka’s war zone, as well as consultancy work with early warning systems intended to stop escalation of violence.  The class will be further enriched by guest speakers who bridge the activist academic divide and who will describe projects undertaken by cutting edge foundations, institutions, and grass roots organizations.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

1.  Anderson, Mary. 1999. Do No Harm:  How Aid Can Support Peace – or War.  Boulder and London:  Lynne Rienner Publishers. ISBN 1-55587-833-4

2.  Strada, Gino.  2004.  Green Parrots.  Milan:  Charta.  ISBN 88-8158-420-4

3.  Chernus, Ira.  2004.  American Nonviolence:  The History of an Idea.  New York:  Orbis Books.  ISBN  1-57075-547-7

4.  Schirch, Lisa.  2004.  Ritual and Symbol in Peacebuilding.  Bloomsield:  Kumarian Press.  ISBN 1-56549-194-7

5.  Ury, William.  2000.  The Third Side:  How We Fight, How We Can Stop.  London:  Penguin Books.  ISBN 0 14 02.9634 4

6.  Hayner, Priscilla B.  2002.  Unspeakable Truths:  Facing the Challenge of Truth Commissions.  New York and London: Routledge.  ISBN 0-415-92477-4

RESERVE READINGS:

Readings that are noted with (on e-reserve) are on electronic reserve with the CU Library system. To access them go to: http://libraries.colorado.edu/screens/coursereserves.html

Then you can search for the course readings either using the instructor's name or the course number. Once in our course page you can choose the appropriate reading by title, click on it and you will be able to either view /read the articles on screen or print them out. Please do not wait until the last minute to access the e-reserves because it may be difficult to get on the site during prime hours and times of the semester.

*Kaldor, Mary.  2001.  New and Old Wars:  Organized Violence in a Global Era, pp. 1-12; 90-111. 

*Lawrence, Patricia.  2000.  “Violence, Suffering, Amman:  The Work of Oracles in Sri Lanka’s Eastern War Zone” in Veena Das and Arthur Kleinman, eds, Violence and Subjectivity.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

*Lawrence, Patricia. 2003.  Excerpts from The Ocean of Stories:  Children’s Imagination, Creativity, and Reconciliation in Eastern Sri Lanka.  Colombo:  International Centre for Ethnic Studies.
*Schell, Jonathan.  2003.  Unconquerable World, pp. 104-142 (on satyagraha) and pp. 216-231 (Hannah Arendt and “cooperative power”).  New York:  Holt.

*Rees, Stuart.  2003.  Chapter 2 “Exercising Power Creatively” in Passion for Peace. UNSW Press

Invited guests and in-class films will supplement the literature and discussions.  Keeping up with “profound and unrelenting” reading assignments, participating in discussions about the literature, and consistent attendance are important for this course.

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices) 

CRITERIA FOR YOUR GRADE:

Attendance

10%

Reading Responses
20%

Mid-term Exam
30% 
Tuesday, Oct 18 in class 

Final Exam

40%
Tuesday, Dec 13, 7:30 – 10:00


To contribute in class you must have read the assigned material in advance. Assigned written responses to the readings will help you to keep current.  Written reading response assignments will be one double-spaced, typed page in length, and must be turned in at the beginning of the class they are due.  Only hard copies will be accepted.  (Do not email your written response papers.) 

Attendance will be taken throughout the semester with the roster sheet. You will receive a study guide before the mid-term and final exams. You will be tested on all course content including lectures, readings, guest speakers, in class discussion, powerpoints, slides, and films.   The exam study guides will help orient your review of your class notes.  The mid-term exam and the final exam will consist of objective-type questions (T/F, multiple choice, matching), short-answer and fill-in-the blank questions. No blue book will be needed, but you will need a pencil.

Assigned readings for lectures during the week of: 



Week 1:  Aug 23 & 25

(on e-reserve) Kaldor, Mary.  2001.  New and Old Wars:  Organized Violence in a Global Era, pp. 1-12; 90-111. 

Gino Strada, Green Parrots




Week 2:  Aug 30 & Sep 1



Gino Strada, Green Parrots



Reading response paper due Thurs
Film:  “Arming the Heavens”

Guest:  Bill Sulzman, Citizens for Peace in Space, Colorado Springs

Week 3:  Sep 6 & 8

Anderson, Mary. 1999. Do No Harm:  How Aid Can Support Peace – or War.  Boulder and London:  Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 1-66.
Week 4:  Sep 13 & 15

Anderson, Mary. 1999. Do No Harm:  How Aid Can Support Peace – or War.  Boulder and London:  Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 67 - 147.








Reading response paper due Thurs


Week 5:  Sep 20 & 22

(on e-reserve) Lawrence, Patricia.  2000.  “Violence, Suffering, Amman:  The Work of Oracles in Sri Lanka’s Eastern War Zone” in Veena Das and Arthur Kleinman, eds, Violence and Subjectivity.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

(on e-reserve) Lawrence, Patricia. 2003.  Excerpts from The Ocean of Stories:  Children’s Imagination, Creativity, and Reconciliation in Eastern Sri Lanka.  Colombo:  International Centre

for Ethnic Studies.








Reading response paper due Thurs
Week 6: Sep 27 & 29

Ury, William.  2000.  The Third Side:  Why We Fight and How We Can Stop.  New York: Penguin Books, pp. 59-139.








Reading response paper due Thurs 

Week 7:  Oct 4 & 6

Ury, William.  2000.  The Third Side:  Why We Fight and How We Can Stop.  New York: Penguin Books, pp. 140-212.  

Guest:  Anne Tapp, Safehouse Progressive Alliance for Nonviolence

(formerly Boulder County Safehouse)







Mid-term study guide handout

Week 8:  Oct 11 & Fall Break

No Thursday class – Fall Break; study for Mid-term Exam and continue with reading.

Week 9:  Oct 18 & 20

Chernus, Ira.  2004.  American Nonviolence:  The History of an Idea.  Mahatma Gandhi, pp.  ix-xiv; 91-110.

Film:  A Force More Powerful series:  Satyagraha

Mid-term Exam:  Tuesday, Oct 18 in class.

Week 10:  Oct 25 & 27

(on e-reserve) Schell, Jonathan.  2003.  Unconquerable World, pp. 104-142 (on satyagraha) and pp. 216-231 (Hannah Arendt and “cooperative power”).

Film:  A Force More Powerful Series:  Civil Rights Movement








Reading response paper due Thurs
Week 11:  Nov 1 & 3

Chernus, Ira.  2003.  American Nonviolence:  The History of an Idea. Martin Luther King, 161-181.
Film:  Standing on My Sister’s Shoulders

Week 12:  Nov 8 & 10

Chernus, Ira.  2003.  American Nonviolence:  The History of an Idea.  Thich Nhat Hanh pp. 192-212.

Film:  Thich Nhat Hanh (with American Veterans)

Week 13:  Nov 15 & 17

Schirch, Lisa.  2004.    Ritual and Symbol in Peacebuilding. (pp. to be announced)

Guest:  Jonathan Bartsch, International Mediator with CDR Associates

Week 14:  Nov 22 & Thanksgiving

Hayner, Priscilla B.  2002.  Unspeakable Truths:  Facing the Challenge of Truth Commissions.  New York and London: Routledge, pp 1-49.

Film:  South Africa’s Truth Commission (Bill Moyers)

Week 15:  Nov 29 & Dec 1



Hayner, Priscilla B.  2002.  Unspeakable Truths:  Facing the Challenge of Truth Commissions.  New York and London: Routledge.  (Pages to be announced).

Film:  South Africa’s Truth Commission

Reading response paper due Tuesday
Week 16:  Dec 6 & 8

(on e-reserve) Rees, Stuart.  2003.  Chapter 2 “Exercising Power Creatively” in Passion for Peace.  Sydney: UNSW Press. 

Final Exam: Tuesday, December 13, 7:30 – 10:00
“Our university community aspires to the highest standards of integrity and does not accept dishonesty or respect.  We are committed to the fundamentalist values of honesty trust fairness, respect, and responsibility.  These values enable us to promote teaching and learning, academic excellence, the pursuit of truth, free and open inquiry and discourse, responsible citizenship, and compassion.  

Each person at the university of Colorado at Boulder is responsible for upholding the honor code and helping to create an environment in which the integrity of the campus community is defined by mutual respect, self respect, and shared responsibility” (Richard Byyny, Chancellor, CU Boulder).

On our honor code please see:  http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/Faculty.html
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